Evaluation of preoperative hospitalization duration in skin flora.
The skin microbial flora of 18 patients was evaluated during prolonged preoperative hospital stay. Five cultures for bacteria and fungi were obtained on different days: on admission one, three and seven days after admission and after skin disinfection with povidone-iodine solution. There was no change in the mean bacterial count from the admission day to seven days after admission. All but one culture obtained following skin disinfection were negative. Pathogenic bacteria were isolated in only one of each of the following culture day: admission, three and seven days after admission. All cultures were negative for yeasts. The findings suggest that the higher rate of wound sepsis observed in patients with long preoperative hospitalization may not be due to bacterial flora change.